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staple foods assured the Central American tribes of sufficient
freedom to develop their culture. Perhaps this explains why
the New World people worshipped their gods of agriculture,
symbolizing the natural forces which controlled tie harvest
rather than the emotional gods deified in the Eastern "World.
These early Americans were undoubtedly one of the great
races of the Western World. The Mayas were to Central
America what the Quichuas were to Peru and the Aztecs to
Mexico. All the highbrows in archaeology and ethnology
agree that the Mayas contributed the greatest share of
intellectual culture to the Western Hemisphere. Sylvamis
Morley, in charge of the Maya explorations under the aegis
of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, and probably die
recognized authority in the field of American archaeology,
has said: * All things considered, the Maya may be regarded
as having developed the highest aboriginal civilization in the
Western Hemisphere, although it should be borne in mind
that they were surpassed in many lines of endeavour by other
races. The Quichua, for example, excelled them in the arts
of weaving and dyeing, the Ctdriqui (of Northern Panama)
in metal working, and the Aztec in military proficiency.'
Added to this testimonial comes one from Herbert J.
Spinden: * Artists everywhere are of the opinion that the
sculptures and other products of the Mayas deserve to rank
among the highest art products of the world, and astronomers
are amazed at the progress made by this people in the measur-
ing of time by the observed movements of the heavenly bodies.
Moreover, they invented a remarkable system of hieroglyphic
writing by which they were able to record facts and events,
and they built great cities of stone that attest a degree of
wealth and splendour beyond anything seen elsewhere in the
New World/
Let's be careful not to cram too much science down our
throats. Let's continue to approach this fascinating and
profound subject from the lay viewpoint and lop off as
much of the nonsense and involved phraseology as possible.
But let's not be bluffed out of an honest opinion: putting
it vulgarly, doesn't there seem to be something * phoney*